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A 60-year-old male patient was referred to our
hospital for coronary artery bypass graft sur-
gery due to prior subacute myocardial in-
farction and subsequently angiographically
diagnosed 3-vessel coronary artery disease.
Preoperative transoesophageal echocardio-
graphy (TEE) revealed wall motion abnorma-
lities, but was otherwise unremarkable. Dur-
ing stepwise reduction of the extracorporal
circulatory assistance after uneventful course
of the surgical procedure, the routinely con-
ducted TEE revealed a well-defined homoge-
neous floating structure in the left atrium
(fig. 1A, 1B). Diagnosis of a perioperative

Figure 1

A Transoesophageal cross-
sectional long-axis view
of the heart at 142°.

B Four-chamber-view of the
heart at 0°. Arrows indi-
cate a clearly delineated
homogeneous floating
structure in the left
atrium.

LA = left atrium;

LV = left ventricle;
RA = right atrium;
RV = right ventricle;
MV = mitral valve
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thrombus formation in the left atrium was pro-
posed. Hence, the left atrium was incised to
explore the structure leading to the diagnosis
of an inverted left atrial appendage. Inversion
of the left atrial appendage following cardiac
surgery is a rare but important complication
that can be transient showing spontaneous
eversion. It can, however, result in serious
complications such as necrosis with potential
rupture of the left atrial wall. Therefore deci-
sion was taken towards surgical reduction of
the inverted left atrial appendage. In the case
of peri- or postoperative appearance of a new
clearly delineated floating structure in the left
atrium, an inverted left atrial appendage has
to be taken into account.
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